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Diary Dates—2022 
 

  

MAY  
3 Prep 2023 Tours Begin  

4 Mother’s Day Stall 

9-13     Grade 6 Camp 

10       NAPLAN  testing begins  

16-27  Grade 2  Swimming   

21       Election Day BBQ 

30-3    Grade 5 Camp 

 

 

JUNE  

10         House Athletics Carnival 

13  Public Holiday  

14 -15   Curriculum Days 

23 Last day of Term  2  

(3.30pm finish)          

24 Pupil  Free Day 

 

 

JULY 

11  Term 3 Commences 

Principal’s Report 

There has been a lot going on at Coatesville, in what has been a busy 

start to the term.  Some of you may have noticed the construction 

happening near the Warwick street gate, this is the beginning of the 

installation of a new shade sail on the edge of the oval.  Works should be 

completed by the end of the term.   

Next week our Grade 6 students are off to Cave Hill Creek for Grade 6 

Camp and our Grade 3 and Grade 5 students are undertaking NAPLAN 

testing.   

We are busily preparing for our two curriculum days on June 14th and 15th 

during which all staff will be participating in professional learning in the 

form of an IB-PYP two-day workshop, focussing on developing student 

agency within the curriculum.   

I would also like to announce that the last day of Term 2, Friday 24th June 

will also be a pupil free day, to facilitate a Professional Practice Day (PPD) 

in which all staff work will be at school working on curriculum 

planning.  Previously these days have been built into a rolling schedule 

across one week of the term, however, last week the Education 

Department specified that the Term 2 PPD is to be a pupil free day.  As a 

result, Term 2 will officially finish at 3.30pm on Thursday 23rd June after a 

3pm assembly, which all parents are welcome to attend.    

I would like to say happy Mother’s Day to all of the mums, grandmas and 

special carers in the Coatesville community and I hope that you all great 

day on Sunday.  

Michael Jones  

Principal 

Election Day BBQ 
We still need volunteers for Saturday 21st May for the Federal Election Day 

BBQ. If you would like to volunteer your time, please click on the link to 

register  https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/899193 

Mother’s Day Stall  - Thank you 

Thank you to all the parent 

helpers who volunteered at 

the Mother’s Day Stall on 

Wednesday. Over one 

thousand gifts were sold and 

all funds raised go towards 

the school.  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.trybooking.com%2Fevents%2Flanding%2F899193&data=05%7C01%7CNicole.Gavrilidis%40education.vic.gov.au%7C29277e64e20b4cb2cb2f08da27ed8588%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C6378661983


NAPLAN 2022 

The National Assessment Program for Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an annual national 

assessment for all students in Grade 3, 5, 7 and 9. All students in those year levels participate in formal 

testing around reading, writing, language conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and 

numeracy. This year NAPLAN will begin next week on Tuesday 10th May and will run until Friday 20th May. 

It is important that parents and students understand that NAPLAN is just one aspect of a school’s 

assessment and reporting process, and that NAPLAN does not replace ongoing assessments made by 

teachers about student performance. NAPLAN test skills in literacy and numeracy are developed over 

time through the school curriculum. 

This year students will participate in NAPLAN in an online format, apart from Grade 3 writing which will still 

be paper based. Teachers have familiarised the students with the different NAPLAN test formats to 

ensure they are comfortable with the test materials and to increase their self-confidence. There has 

been a focus on giving the students’ positive strategies such as, mindfulness, communication walks and 

exercises to manage their social and emotional wellbeing before, during and after NAPLAN week.   

We have attached a brochure which answers many frequently asked questions regarding NAPLAN 

online. 

Please speak to your child’s teacher if you require any further information. 

https://nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-information-brochure-for-

parents-and-carers.pdf 

Literacy at Coatesville 

In 2017 our school began a journey to implement a Structured Literacy approach to teaching reading 

and writing. Over the past 5 years, teachers have been building and sharing our knowledge to 

implement this proven method of teaching literacy across the school. Teachers have undertaken 

professional development both internally and externally, most of which was attended on the weekends 

so as to minimise the disruptions to their classes. The commitment from Coatesville Staff has been 

outstanding in our quest to implement the most effective literacy practices for all of our students, and as 

a result, we have seen great benefits for all students. 

 

Structured literacy (SL) is an approach that emphasises explicit and systematic teaching of the 

important components of literacy. These components are Phonemic Awareness, Phonics, Vocabulary, 

Fluency, Comprehension and all of this is underpinned by oral language.  SL is backed by solid research 

and therefore is a proven method of teaching literacy.  It is not a program but rather an approach to 

learning based on key features.   

It has been found to be beneficial for all learners. 

 

“Explicit teaching of alphabetic decoding skills is helpful for all students, harmful for none and crucial for 

some.” (Snow and Juel, 2005) 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnap.edu.au%2Fdocs%2Fdefault-source%2Fdefault-document-library%2Fnaplan-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CNicole.Gavrilidis%40education.vic.gov.au%7C89a5d2357736407d
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnap.edu.au%2Fdocs%2Fdefault-source%2Fdefault-document-library%2Fnaplan-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CNicole.Gavrilidis%40education.vic.gov.au%7C89a5d2357736407d


 

Ways you can help your child at home with their literacy 

 

Speaking and Listening 

As all of literacy is underpinned by oral (spoken) language there are many important things you can do at 

home to help your child with their literacy.  Below are some of these things: 

 

• Talk - when going about your everyday activities talk to them about what you are doing.  This is the 

basis for all literacy and cannot be underestimated as a crucial task. 

 

• Vocabulary - when talking with your children do not simplify your vocabulary (within reason), rather 

use words that extend and challenge their vocabulary.  This will allow them to learn new words in 

context, which in turn assists with literacy and general learning. 

 

• Tell stories - children love to hear stories and they especially love stories that involve them or their 

family.  Take time to tell them stories about them or other members of the family or friends.  Storytell-

ing is also a great way to form deeper connections with your children. 

 

• Listen - when they are talking to you listen to what they are saying and engage in the conversa-

tion.  This may mean rephrasing their utterances to model correct grammar or pronunciation or re-

phrasing also allows their thinking to be validated and expanded upon. 

 

• Songs - there are so many benefits to singing with your child and one of them is that it helps them to 

articulate words and also sometimes to reflect on the message in the song. 

 

• Rhymes/poems - this is another highly beneficial literacy skill.  It allows people to engage with lan-

guage in a different way and especially helps when a person is learning to read as manipulating 

sounds is a foundational skill to learning to read. 

 

 

Taking time to engage in speaking and listening with your child will optimise their literacy and learning and 

should not be underestimated. 



Maths Mayhem—Week 1 

What we’ve done this week 

 

 

 

Maths Mayhem – Open Afternoon Wednesday 25th May 

To help celebrate our love of mathematics and everything number, we will hosting an open afternoon 

on Wednesday 25th May. Our classrooms and outdoor learning spaces will be open from 2.45- 3.20pm. 

During this time, you are invited to come and play maths games with your child.  

Masks are not required, however if you would like to or are considered a household contact, you will 

need to wear one.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths Mayhem at Home   -   Week 1 





Phone: 1300 659 350 

Email: contact@onpsych.com.au 

Website: www.onpsych.com.au 

https://www.facebook.com/onpsychaustralia 

NDIS REGISTERED PROVIDER 

 
 

 

 
 
onPsych offer services to students and their families at no out of pocket cost (bulk billing) under the GP Health Plan (MHCP) 
or NDIS. The GP MHCP will entitle the child or adolescent/family member to 10 sessions per year with the psychologist.  

 
I encourage you to follow these easy steps to obtain a GP referral and email this directly to Andrew Rossborough via  
arossborough@onpsych.com.au 

 
SIMPLE STEPS: 

 
Complete the onpsych paperwork. This can be obtained at the school office. 

Book a double appointment with your GP 

Advise GP of your concerns regarding your child’s emotional wellbeing 

Obtain a referral under the Better Access Initiative (Item 2715/2700) 

Request GP to email the referral to onPsych or arossborough@onpsych.com.au 

Andrew will then be in contact with you to arrange a meeting 

 

For further enquiries feel free to contact Sonya Branca, Assistant Principal - Wellbeing 

Via the school office number 9570 1652 

 
The OnPsych psychologist working at Coatesville PS on Wednesdays is 

Andrew Rossborough, MAPS Psychologist 

 BEd, GDipEdPsych, MEdPsych. 

 
Mob: 0431 487 725 

Email: arossborough@onpsych.com.au 

http://www.onpsych.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/onpsychaustralia
mailto:arossborough@onpsych.com.au


 

 

 

Melanie Kemper is a psychologist who works at our school on Thursdays. 
Melanie offers sessions to students and their families with no out of pocket costs. 

 

Melanie is a registered psychologist who has worked with children and families 
for over 20 years.   

 

Melanie is committed to supporting children and families experiencing a range of 
emotional, social or developmental issues, such as: 

- Anxiety  

- Depression 

- Adjustment difficulties (such as changes to; friendships, school, home 
environment, family separation) 

- Stress and anger management 

- Communication and social skills. 

 

She has experience working with children, adolescents, families and also 
separated families in a range of settings including primary and secondary 
schools, within family support services, and with the Department of Health and 
Human Services-Child Protection Unit. 

 

Feel free to pick up the parent information pack and consent form from the front 
office. Alternatively, you can contact Sonya Branca, Assistant Principal for 
wellbeing on the school number 9570 1652. 






