
7th April 2022 

Term 1,  Issue 9 

   

The Communicator 

Diary Dates 
 

2022 

APRIL 

8 Final Day of Term 1 

2:30pm finish 

26 First Day of Term 2 

29         Maths Talent Search      

             Launch Grades 3-6 

  

 

MAY  
3 Prep 2023 Tours Begin  

9-13     Grade 6 Camp 

10       NAPLAN  testing begins  

16-27   Grade 2 Swimming   

30-3     Grade 5 Camp 

 

 

Principal’s Report 

It is hard to believe that we are nearing at the end of the first full term of 

schooling since December 2019.  With the previous two years being 

heavily impacted due to COVID related school closures it’s great to have 

made it through a full term without interruption.  Throughout this term, it 

has been wonderful to once again feel the energy and enthusiasm build 

throughout the term as school life has moved back to more ‘normal’ 

settings. It was great to see students back in the classroom and 

participating in the special events that makes school life memorable, 

such as the Swimming Carnival, Cross Country Carnivals, excursions, 

incursions and assemblies.  Congratulations to our Preps who transitioned 

well to school and have already accomplished so much. This is evidence 

of genuine resilience in our students. 

At Coatesville this year, our COVID case numbers have been very low 

compared to similar size schools and we believe this is due to the efforts 

of our students, staff and parents to put in place mitigation measures 

such as masks, ventilation, the use of air purifiers and rapid antigen 

surveillance testing throughout the term.  We have just received notice 

that the rapid antigen surveillance testing will be continued for the first 

four weeks of Term 2. We will be expecting tests to be delivered during 

the holidays for distribution in week one.  Today, we received 30 more air 

purifiers from the Victorian Government which will be distributed across 

the school for breakout spaces and offices.  Thank you to everyone for 

doing their part to help to keep our school safe and operating 

throughout the term. 

We have a busy Term 2 ahead with Grade 5 and Grade 6 Camps, 

NAPLAN and many other exciting things planned.  I hope that everyone 

has a safe and enjoyable school holidays and I look forward to seeing 

you all back at school on Tuesday 26th April.  

Michael Jones 

Principal 

Welcome 

Welcome to  Nicole Gavrilidis, who started 

in the office  earlier this week.  

Please make her feel welcome with a 

friendly smile. 



 Ride 2 School 

Tuesday 5th April was Ride 2 School Day for Coatesville PS. This was an opportunity for 

students to travel safely by alternative transport in order to promote less traffic on the 

roads. Some students rode their bikes, some their scooters, some rollerbladed, some 

arrived on skateboards and some students walked. Students happily participated in 

activities throughout the day. A big thank you to all staff involved and the students for 

their enthusiasm.   



Story Dogs 

At last week’s assembly we had the pleasure of being introduced to our two Story Dogs 

volunteers, Tania and Kirsty. They were accompanied by their dogs Bamba and Kirby. The 

program is in place to promote a love of reading and is offered to students in grade 2 by 

invitation only. We look forward  an ongoing relationship with Megan their coordinator and her 

merry band of volunteers.  

This year we will be celebrating all things Mathematics 

throughout the month of May. This will include maths 

competitions, maths games, maths activities and more! Each 

week we will have a theme that the whole school will 

celebrate and there will be lunchtime activities and prizes to be won!  

Keep your eyes peeled for more information to come during the first 

week of next term!  

We look forward to celebrating maths in our world with our community!! 

To get you started, have a go at the problem below. Can you make the 

number 24?  

You must use all of the numbers in the circle, using any operation.  

All numbers must be used, and can only be used once.  

Maths May-Hem is coming!! 

Policy 

Last night the Policy Sub-committee reviewed the following four policies: 

Asthma Policy - https://forms.gle/9TF8Ecxnh6dSVa5G9 

Anaphylaxis Policy - https://forms.gle/pqAjWDF3qDSLCUpc8 

First Aid Policy - https://forms.gle/Vf6oWLSYMHxwPxfL8 

Medications Policy - https://forms.gle/XGC62djZpfJLefoq9 

To provide feedback on any of these polices, please click the link above and fill out the 

feedback form.   

Please note: These links will close on Tuesday 26th April  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2F9TF8Ecxnh6dSVa5G9&data=04%7C01%7CNicole.Gavrilidis%40education.vic.gov.au%7C1151b87ff86149a8ef5208da178446b4%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637848154127879808%7CUnknow
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FpqAjWDF3qDSLCUpc8&data=04%7C01%7CNicole.Gavrilidis%40education.vic.gov.au%7C1151b87ff86149a8ef5208da178446b4%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637848154127879808%7CUnknow
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FVf6oWLSYMHxwPxfL8&data=04%7C01%7CNicole.Gavrilidis%40education.vic.gov.au%7C1151b87ff86149a8ef5208da178446b4%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637848154127879808%7CUnknow
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FXGC62djZpfJLefoq9&data=04%7C01%7CNicole.Gavrilidis%40education.vic.gov.au%7C1151b87ff86149a8ef5208da178446b4%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637848154127879808%7CUnknow


Phone: 1300 659 350 

Email: contact@onpsych.com.au 

Website: www.onpsych.com.au 

https://www.facebook.com/onpsychaustralia 

NDIS REGISTERED PROVIDER 

 
 

 

 
 
onPsych offer services to students and their families at no out of pocket cost (bulk billing) under the GP Health Plan (MHCP) 
or NDIS. The GP MHCP will entitle the child or adolescent/family member to 10 sessions per year with the psychologist.  

 
I encourage you to follow these easy steps to obtain a GP referral and email this directly to Andrew Rossborough via  
arossborough@onpsych.com.au 

 
SIMPLE STEPS: 

 
Complete the onpsych paperwork. This can be obtained at the school office. 

Book a double appointment with your GP 

Advise GP of your concerns regarding your child’s emotional wellbeing 

Obtain a referral under the Better Access Initiative (Item 2715/2700) 

Request GP to email the referral to onPsych or arossborough@onpsych.com.au 

Andrew will then be in contact with you to arrange a meeting 

 

For further enquiries feel free to contact Sonya Branca, Assistant Principal - Wellbeing 

Via the school office number 9570 1652 

 
The OnPsych psychologist working at Coatesville PS on Wednesdays is 

Andrew Rossborough, MAPS Psychologist 

 BEd, GDipEdPsych, MEdPsych. 

 
Mob: 0431 487 725 

Email: arossborough@onpsych.com.au 

http://www.onpsych.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/onpsychaustralia
mailto:arossborough@onpsych.com.au


 

 

 

Melanie Kemper is a psychologist who works at our school on Thursdays. 
Melanie offers sessions to students and their families with no out of pocket costs. 

 

Melanie is a registered psychologist who has worked with children and families 
for over 20 years.   

 

Melanie is committed to supporting children and families experiencing a range of 
emotional, social or developmental issues, such as: 

- Anxiety  

- Depression 

- Adjustment difficulties (such as changes to; friendships, school, home 
environment, family separation) 

- Stress and anger management 

- Communication and social skills. 

 

She has experience working with children, adolescents, families and also 
separated families in a range of settings including primary and secondary 
schools, within family support services, and with the Department of Health and 
Human Services-Child Protection Unit. 

 

Feel free to pick up the parent information pack and consent form from the front 
office. Alternatively, you can contact Sonya Branca, Assistant Principal for 
wellbeing on the school number 9570 1652. 







Last week we held our Science Talent Search Information Night and lunchtime meeting. Students were 

very excited by the different categories that they could participate in and the theme for this year - 

Glass: More than Meets the Eye.  

So far we have had a large number of students complete the expression of interest form outlining their 

ideas for their project. Trust me, there are some amazing thinkers out there in our community!! I can’t 

wait to see their draft projects in May.  

If you (student) or your child would like to participate in the Science Talent Search for 2022, please 

ensure that they complete the Expression of Interest form by this Friday so that we can help support 

them in term 2. The form can be accessed via this link https://forms.gle/KFxsN1fxiFvbiT318  

Students should also join the Science Talent Search Google Classroom so that they can stay up-to-date 

with any information that we send out. The join code can be located on their own Google Classroom 

stream.  

We will be in touch with students who complete the expression of interest form early next term. In the 

meantime make sure students are researching their topic, documenting where and when they are 

getting their information and start thinking about how they might present the information.  

Category Grade levels Topics? 

Posters (Scientific wallchats) Grade 1 - 6 1. Glass found in nature 

2. Glass: the great refractor 

3. Glass and communication 

4. Glass recycling 

Games (boardgame, card games 
etc.) 

Grades 1 - 6 Any topic, but must teach the player about the topic 
and scientific concepts, includes written report 

Creative Writing (Picture storybook, 
100-300words) 

Grades 1 - 6 1. The microbes ate the glass 

2. The day the optic glass fibres melted 

3. I am a glass maker 

4. When the world ran out of sand for making glass 

Working Models (scale model, infor-
mation model) 

Grades 4 - 6 Any topic, must demonstrate a scientific principle or 
concept, includes written report 

Photography Grades 4 - 6 Any topic, must demonstrate a scientific principle or 
concept, includes written report 

Science Talent Search—Expression of Interest 

https://forms.gle/KFxsN1fxiFvbiT318


In week 1 of Term 2 we will be launching our Maths Talent Quest. The MTQ is a national 

competition that encourages students to carry out a real-world mathematically-based 

investigation. Students learn to think and work like a mathematician.  

 

The MTQ is open for students in Grade 2 - 6 and students can work in small groups to 

facilitate their investigation. We will be providing more information in Week 1 of Term 2, 

however here are a few examples of previous investigations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep your eyes out for more information to come! 

 

Maths Talent Quest 

How big is a dinosaur? An investigation into the 
most popular lunch order 

in grade 2. 

Exploring the number 9 

Factors affecting running 
speed 

Farm gate to plate The Fibonacci numbers in nature 

Footsteps Main mode of transport to 
school 

Who will win the AFL grand final? 
The stats behind the game 

Is a hot dog a day worth it? Investigating the colours in 
boxes of smarties com-

pared with bags 

If a fidget spinner were a planet, 
how long would a year/month/day 

last, compared with the planet 
Earth? 

How much sleep do I 
need? 

How much money would it 
cost to build and run a taco 

truck for a year? 

How many squares on a chess 
board? 

1 grain of rice How many rubix cubes fit 
into our classroom? 

How many books read - Children 
Vs. Adults? 

How has the speed of a 
100m sprinter changed in 

the last 100 years? 

How do we celebrate 100 
days of prep? 

A road trip around Australia 






