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Principal’s Report
I would like to welcome everyone back for another exciting term at
Coatesville Primary School. We are looking forward to some wonderful school
events this term including our Whole School Concert, in which every
Coatesville student gets to perform on the world famous stage of the Palais
Theatre. We also have winter sport finals, Grade 6 Exhibition, Maths Olympiad
and Games, Snowsports Camp at Mt Buller and our Grade 3 students are
heading to Camp ADANAC. It is fantastic to be able to get back to these
special experiences for students that help make school so memorable. We
are, however, already seeing the impact of COVID-19 on both our staff and
students. Please ensure that you read the COVID-19 Update that was sent
home via Konnective yesterday, which outlines all relevant COVIDSafe
practices and rules as they currently stand in schools. I am sure that it will be a
wonderful term and that we can adapt or modify things as we go, if the need
arises.
Working Bee
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25
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We will be holding a Working Bee on Saturday 23rd July 8am – 11am. This is a
great outdoor activity for families and children to meet and to play an
important role in the maintenance of our school. We will be ending with a BBQ
to thank our volunteers. If you are interested in attending please click this link.
Concert
With our Whole School Concert rapidly approaching we thought that it was
important to provide you with some updates on the basics so that you can
begin to plan for a fabulous night. Here are some key points of information:
•

The performance will begin at 7pm. Students need to be dropped off at
the Palais Theatre at 6pm so that they can get ready with their teachers.
Doors will open at 6.30pm for ticketholders to take their allocated seats.

•

The event is ticketed and a set number of tickets will be available for
each family via Ticketmaster. More information regarding purchasing
tickets, ticket prices and availability will be sent out closer to the date.

•

Each class does one performance. Some performances are two grades
combined, whilst others are a single class. Every student will be a part of
a performance so that they have their time to shine on the Palais stage.

•

There will be a performance by both the Senior and Junior Choir.

•

Classroom teachers will be communicating with students and parents in
the coming weeks about their performance and any costumes that may
be needed for the night.
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Please note that further information will be released to our community closer
to the date.

Literacy at Coatesville - Phonics
Phonics has several related meanings – the relationship between speech sounds and their letter symbols,
the methods used to teach that relationship, and the process of using letter-sound relationships to sound
out (decode) words.
The English written language is an alphabetic code in which spoken language is represented by symbols
(letters) grouped into words. By learning the relationship between speech sounds and letter-symbols,
children can use this code to read almost any word.
English is more complex than other alphabetic languages but it still has conventions that can be learned.
Around 50% of words in English are directly decodable from their written form and a further 36% violate
only one sound–letter rule (usually a vowel), 10% can be spelt correctly if morphology and etymology are
taken into account, and fewer than 4% are truly irregular.
Scientific research has demonstrated that initial phonics instruction is the single most effective worddecoding approach for students. All children benefit to some extent from such instruction but children at
risk of reading failure achieve greater success under a phonics regime, as do those in the average
range, and those who are making progress, but slowly.
In 2005, the Committee for the National Inquiry into Teaching Literacy in Australia recommended that
teachers provide systematic, direct and explicit phonics instruction to allow children to master the
essential alphabet code-breaking skills required for foundational reading proficiency.
There are two main approaches to explicitly teaching phonics: synthetic phonics instruction and analytic
phonics instruction. Their effectiveness differs markedly. The model known as ‘systematic synthetic
phonics’ has the strongest research support.
In synthetic phonics, students learn the associations between letters and their sounds in a clearly defined,
incremental sequence. Students also learn the highly important skills of blending (putting sounds together
to make words) and segmenting (sounding out words).
(Five from Five website) - https://fivefromfive.com.au/

What does this look like at Coatesville Primary School
Every day students participate in learning their sounds through the use of flashcards. We refer to the
sounds as a code and just like detectives we are trying to ‘crack the code’. Learning the code through
flashcards is a quick activity that usually lasts no longer than 2 minutes per day. Due to the English
language being complex, there is more than one sound for each letter, so we make sure students are
taught all the common sounds for the letters. For example, the letter c has 2 sounds, /c/ as in cat and /s/
as in city. Students are taught each of these common sounds and they practise them over and over until
they become automatic. We need them to be automatic because this will allow them to quickly recall
the sound when they come across it in an unfamiliar word, blend the sounds together and then attend to
the meaning of the word. If they are not automatic, they spend too much time and effort trying to firstly
remember the sound, then remember it again to blend it together and finally, once they have blended
the sounds together they need to attend to the meaning. As you can imagine the fluency is lost which
directly affects comprehension.
Another thing to note about the teaching of the sounds is that they are taught to remember them in a
particular order depending on the frequency. Using our example of ‘c’, we recite /c/ (as in cat) before /s/
(as in city) because /c/ is more common and will be used more often.
Below you will see a table with the common graphemes (letters or combinations of letters) and
underneath there are words that relate to the sounds. These words help you to figure out what sounds the
letters make. If you ask your child they will probably be able to tell you many as well. As well as publishing
this information here, I will leave some copies in the office and you can come and collect one if you would
like a copy.

Ways you can help your child at home with their phonics
•

Make flashcards to practise. There are many ways you could practise once you have these. You
could put them on your kitchen cupboard and move them along to the next cupboard each time
they get it correct or you could put them in the bathroom or simply just flash them up to practise.

•

Use the graphic provided to help them practise their sounds. Point to each box and ask them to
say the sounds the letter makes.

•

Write words or make them with flashcards (at their level) and ask your child to decode them. To
expand on this add a vocabulary component by putting the word in a sentence or finding
synonyms or antonyms for it.

Le 14 juillet - Bastille Day - Fête nationale de France
Bastille Day is the common name given in Englishspeaking countries to the French National Day, which is
celebrated on 14 July each year. In France it is formally
called La Fete Nationale (The National celebration) and
commonly Le quatorze juillet (commemorating the
storming of the Bastille-prison on the 14th of July 1789).
Every year the Bastille Day celebrations are held
throughout France. The oldest and largest military
parade in Europe is held on the morning of the14th July,
on the avenue des Champs-Elysees in Paris in front of the
President of the French Republic, along with other
French officials and foreign guests. In the evening a
spectacular fireworks display takes place at the Eiffel
Tower.
This year, in Melbourne, the French community will
celebrate their National Day by organising the Bastille
French Festival on the weekend of July 16 and 17 at
Federation square (from 10am to 5pm). This festival offers
a taste of France to Melbournians, including a selection
of the best French food and wine displayed in a wide
variety of stalls, as well as live entertainment and
children’s activities.
At school, we celebrated by students participating in
PowerPoint Presentations and class discussions, games
and quizzes, and drawing and colouring activities about
the French Revolution, French culture and language.
Madame Georgios (LOTE Faculty).

French school competitions
To celebrate French National Day (14/07/22) and promote French language at Coatesville Primary
School the following French competitions have been organised:
1. Drawing/Colouring competition for Gr.2-3 students (students will draw or colour a picture about the
Bastille Day celebration).
2. Trois jours à Paris (Three days in Paris) for Gr.4-5 students (students will research the typical daily
activities of a tourist visiting France. Based on their research, they will create a Google Slide
presentation in French and English, imagining that they are spending 3 days in Paris and presenting
the places they would like to visit)
3. Les symbols patriotiques de la France (French patriotic symbols) for Gr. 6 students (students will
research one patriotic symbol of France of their choice (a list of symbols will be provided). Based on
their research, students will create a Google Slide presentation in French and English, keeping in mind
that their audience will be students of Gr.3-4).
All details will be explained to students by their teacher in French class.
Expressions of interest must be given to the French teacher by Monday 22/07/22.
A Google Drive folder will be created, and the link will be provided o interested students.
Prizes: 1st, the 2nd & 3rd places - educational games, books & stationery.
All participants will receive participation certificates.
Awards Ceremony:
An awards ceremony will be hosted at the beginning of Term 4. The details will be communicated to the
participants once entries are closed.

Grade 6 - Water Safety & Awareness
This week Grade 6s have been participating in a Water Safety & Awareness program. Lessons have
included CPR and paddle board rescues. Students have been learning that to be water safe you need to
be water aware in both formal and informal settings.

Wonder Recycling Rewards for Schools – Let’s Get Recycling!!
Until the 9th September, Coatesville Primary School are collecting bread bags from our school community
to be sent to REDcycle to earn points to be redeemed for sporting equipment. Please send your child
along to school with any clean bread bags to put in our Wonder Recycling Box, located in the Flexispace
behind the office. Once full, it will be sent off to be weighed and turned into plastic goods, such as park
benches and park play equipment for the Melbourne community. Our school will earn 500 points for
every 5kg of bread bags.
What classifies as a bread bag?
Any bag that is a soft plastic that has housed bread classifies as a bread bag. Please ensure that any
scraps or crumbs have been removed before sending them to school.

Bow Wow Buddies Outline
Who is this course for? Children in grades 3-6 who might be looking for some extra
support. For example, a child who is feeling anxious, has low confidence, is having
difficulty making friends, is on the autism spectrum or has ADHD. The child should be
happy to be around dogs and able to focus for a 45–50-minute session.
Five x 50-minute sessions (1 parent session, 4 child sessions)
Goals:
o To foster positive attunement and acceptance between caregivers and child through
psychoeducation on attachment and neurodiversity.
o To utilise animal assisted therapy to help facilitate self-understanding (strengths and
challenges)
o To provide tools to help with some of the challenges of anxiety/low self-esteem/autism/ADHD,
through using animal assisted interventions.

Parent session 1:
·
·

Complete full history of the child
Determine Goals
Animal assisted therapy psycho education

Child session 1:
o Getting to know Teaspoon and Gibson
o Basic dog care
o Acceptance of differences in people
Child session 2:
o
o
o
o
o

Find your tribe
Getting my needs met/your needs met
Emotion regulation
Understanding others: Body language
Understanding self: Sensory overload

Child Session 3:
o
o
o
o
o

Energy levels
Boundaries
Perfectionism
Flexible thinking
Trust

Child session 4:
o Fears and worries
o Empathy
o Self efficacy- problem solving
For more information email melaniestrang@protonmail.com
Or call 0412667520

Phone: 1300 659 350
Email: contact@onpsych.com.au
Website: www.onpsych.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/onpsychaustralia

NDIS REGISTERED PROVIDER

The OnPsych psychologist working at Coatesville PS on Wednesdays is
Andrew Rossborough, MAPS Psychologist
BEd, GDipEdPsych, MEdPsych.
Mob: 0431 487 725
Email: arossborough@onpsych.com.au

onPsych offer services to students and their families at no out of pocket cost (bulk billing) under the GP Health Plan (MHCP)
or NDIS. The GP MHCP will entitle the child or adolescent/family member to 10 sessions per year with the psychologist.
I encourage you to follow these easy steps to obtain a GP referral and email this directly to Andrew Rossborough via
arossborough@onpsych.com.au
SIMPLE STEPS:
Complete the onpsych paperwork. This can be obtained at the school office.
Book a double appointment with your GP
Advise GP of your concerns regarding your child’s emotional wellbeing
Obtain a referral under the Better Access Initiative (Item 2715/2700)
Request GP to email the referral to onPsych or arossborough@onpsych.com.au
Andrew will then be in contact with you to arrange a meeting
For further enquiries feel free to contact Sonya Branca, Assistant Principal - Wellbeing
Via the school office number 9570 1652

Melanie Kemper is a psychologist who works at our school on Thursdays.
Melanie offers sessions to students and their families with no out of pocket costs.
Melanie is a registered psychologist who has worked with children and families
for over 20 years.
Melanie is committed to supporting children and families experiencing a range of
emotional, social or developmental issues, such as:
- Anxiety
- Depression
- Adjustment difficulties (such as changes to; friendships, school, home
environment, family separation)
- Stress and anger management
- Communication and social skills.
She has experience working with children, adolescents, families and also
separated families in a range of settings including primary and secondary
schools, within family support services, and with the Department of Health and
Human Services-Child Protection Unit.
Feel free to pick up the parent information pack and consent form from the front
office. Alternatively, you can contact Sonya Branca, Assistant Principal for
wellbeing on the school number 9570 1652.

