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Meet Team Coatesville - The Principal Team
Michael Jones - Principal
Michael has been at Coatesville since
2013 and manages the school
finances, governance and operations
including School Council, strategic
planning, human resources,
performance and development,
building infrastructure and capital
works.
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Sonya Branca- Assistant Principal
Sonya has joined us at Coatesville this
year and manages student wellbeing
along with disability inclusion and
external health and wellbeing support
services. She promotes the
implementation of Positive Education
and is a member of the School
Council.
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Kirsty Page- Assistant Principal
Kirsty joined us in 2014 and
commenced her role as Assistant
Principal in 2017. Her role focusses on
managing assessment and reporting,
policy compliance, daily organisation,
school transition and the graduate
teacher program.

Bow Wow Buddies
Who is this course for?
Children who have a diagnosis of ASD (level 1) and/or ADHD, between ages
7 and 13. Happy to be around dogs. Able to focus for a 50 minute session.
Six x 50 minute sessions (2 parent sessions, 4 child sessions)

Goals:
To foster positive attunement and acceptance between caregivers and child through psychoeducation
on attachment and neurodiversity.
To utilise animal assisted therapy to help facilitate self-understanding (strengths and challenges)
To provide tools to help with some of the challenges of ASD/ADHD, through using animal assisted
interventions.

Cost & Venue:
Child sessions are rebated with a $50 gap. The private sessions will occur at school in meeting room B on
Fridays.
Introducing Melanie Strang, a trained and
experienced psychologist and Gibson her black
cavoodle therapy dog.
For more information email Sonya Branca,
Assistant Principal - student wellbeing at
sonya.branca@education.vic.gov.au

Please place Bow Wow Buddies in the subject.
Thank you.

Story Dogs - Now helping over 2700 children each week
Last week Coatesville Primary School had a visit from Story Dog Ambassadog
Frankie and handler Megan to invite our school to join this exciting program
which has been running in every state of Australia for over twelve years.
Story Dogs is a program where selected children read to a specially trained
dog and an accredited handler once a week for about twenty minutes.
The dogs are all tested by a professional trainer and the handlers undertake a
short training course to show them how to help students.
We are looking for calm dogs whose owners love children and who could
spare two hours per week during school term times so that we can establish
Story Dogs at our school. We would welcome grandparents into this program
to promote a cross generational culture of community at our school.
There is a display board and information pamphlets about
Story Dogs in our office foyer and if you have further
enquiries, please contact
megan@storydogs.org.au."

Celebrating Our Values
In Prep, we have been exploring how we can show respect at school.
We practised showing respect by working
together to create a piece of artwork. We
remembered to listen to others, share
resources and take turns.

We read the story “I Won’t Say Please” by
Mij Kelly. We discussed our favourite part
of the story and how using our manners
helps others and ourselves feel good.

“We can show respect by using our manners” - Emily

We met Jamie our
Librarian and
practised
showing respect
by looking after
books and being
courteous in the
library.

“We can show respect by not talking when others are
talking” - Ella
“We can show respect by putting our hand up when
we want to say something” - Steven
“We can show respect by taking care of things in our
classroom” - Lachie

In Grade 1…
•
•
•

We have been learning about our own and others impact as a member of a learning group.
We have been learning to identify and demonstrate good manners and helpful behaviours.
We are learning to be respectful and helpful members of our learning community.

We explored ‘Respect’ through rich literature…

We show
respect in the
classroom by
listening to and
celebrating the
similarities we share
and the
differences which
make us unique.

We show respect in the Library by using our manners and taking care of the books

Celebrating Our Values
In Grade 2
Students have explored Respect through the lens of emotions and being able to identify how
others are feeling in order to behave respectfully. We created a Zones of Regulation class poster
and agreed to respect each other by being kind and caring, showing excellent manners, whole
body listening and will treat people how we want to be treated.

In Grade 3
The students explored respect through picture story books. After reading the books, students
brainstormed how we should respect:

•

For all of our differences

•

To others

•

In the yard

•

For the environment

•

When learning

•

When people are speaking by

We created our Essential Agreement Statement at the end of the week which will guide how we
show respect for the year in Grade 3.
In Grade 3, we will show respect by treating others how we would like to be treated. We will
communicate using our manners and listening skills. We will respect other people’s beliefs,
differences and property. We will be honest when things go wrong and show pride in our school.

Celebrating Our Values
In Grade 4
Students have explored the value of respect in our classrooms by looking at what respect looks
like, feels like and means to us in various contexts (home, school and in society). We created a
classroom display that we can refer to throughout the year we all of our ideas.

In Grade 5 we show respect by:
•

by being kind and caring, using our manners and demonstrating our active listening skills.

•

maintaining our integrity by being honest, trustworthy, inclusive and open-minded

•

treat others how we would like to be treated

•

We acknowledge the following for demonstrating respect.

