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District Swimming
On Tuesday 23rd of February, students in Grades 4, 5 and 6
competed in the Bentleigh District Swimming competition. It was a
fantastic event with all students giving their best. As a result of all
their hard work and dedication at swimming training and on the
day we ended up finishing 1st overall which is a massive
achievement. As a part of the event, the two swimming
representatives Tristan and Alexandra who accepted the shield on
our behalf had the reward of pushing me into the pool! Luckily I
had a change of clothes handy after a quick dip.
Congratulations to all of our District Swimmers you should all be so
proud of what you have achieved both as a team and individually.
Good luck to all the students progressing to the Beachside Division
Swimming Carnival.
Nick Richards
PE, Sport & Camps Coordinator
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Meet Team Coatesville - Education Support Staff
Mat Ashman Maintenance
Manager

Jamie Mason Librarian

Nick Beattie IT Technician

Ali Dind Canteen Manager

Pam Oaten Canteen Manager

Mat has been at Coatesville since 2016 and works
tirelessly to maintain the school grounds to ensure
they are safe and kept up to a high standard year
round. Mat also works alongside staff and students
to support our school garden program.

Jamie, as she is known by the students has been a
member of the Coatesville community for almost
20 years. In that time she has worked as a Student
Support Aide before transitioning to the role of
Librarian. Jamie knows the names of all of the
students at Coatesville and loves sharing her
passion for reading with them.
Nick is our school IT Technician, Nick supports
both staff and students to ensure devices
around the school are working. Nick played a
big role in introducing our 1:1 program when
launched in 2018. Nick works at Coatesville
Monday - Thursday.
Ali is one of our Canteen managers. Ali began
working in many volunteer roles around the school
before transitioning to Canteen manager in 2018.
Ali is in the Canteen most days and enjoys fulfilling
lunch orders for your children.

Pam is one of our Canteen managers. Pam has
been a member of the Coatesville community for
over 20 years. Pam works Monday, Tuesday and
Friday alongside Ali.

School Hats - Maroon vs Blue
PSW stock two different coloured Coatesville school hats.
The maroon hat (pictured left) is the school hat to be worn by
students Prep- Grade 4.
The blue hat (pictured right) is the school hat to be worn by
ONLY students in Grades 5&6.

School Council
Last night we held our first School Council meeting for 2021. The major focus of the meeting
was to establish the office bearers, develop the Standing Orders that outline the
responsibilities and expectations for School Council members and review the financial
reports for December 2020 and January 2021.
Our School Council members for this year are as follows:
Parent
Representatives

Staff
Representatives
Office Bearers

Georgina Slattery, Cameron Osborne, Sonia Chick, Behrooz
Hassani, Michelle Kumarich, Adi Frisch, Michelle Mather, Haydn
Salomons, Sally Macdonald, Amelia Macknay
Michael Jones, Trish Griechen, Marg Kennedy, Cam Azer & Megan
Macfarlane
President- Georgie Slattery
Vice President- Cameron Osborne
Treasurer- Sonia Chick

Subcommittees Convenors
Finance

Fundraising

Sonia Chick

Michelle Mather

Buildings and Grounds

Policy

Cameron Osborne

Behrooz Hassani

If you have joined a Subcommittee your Convenor will be in contact soon to introduce
themselves.
We are still seeking parent members for the FUNdraising committee

If you are interested in helping to shape our school we would love for you to join one of the Fundraising Subcommittees. Please contact the office via phone email coatesville.ps@education.vic.gov.au

NDA - Take Action Together
Coatesville Primary School is joining the nationwide movement with schools
across Australia to Take Action Together against bullying on Friday 19 March
2021.
At our school, we encourage students to take hold of the issue and talk
about what works by promoting the pro-social behaviours through the lens of
Coatesville’s School Values:
Respect, Responsibility, Cooperation, Harmony and Achievement.
Throughout the year we support our students to drive powerful messages and take action to
prevent bullying. .
The Theme for NDA 2021 is Take Action Together

Maths Talent Quest 2021 – Grade 4 - 6
What is the maths Talent Quest?
The focus for the Maths Talent Quest is on the process of mathematical investigations. The competition aims to promote
Interest in mathematics and foster positive attitudes towards maths amongst students, teachers and parents. It was first held
in 1982, and is an annual event organised by the Maths Association of Victoria.
There is no theme for the Talent Quest. Instead, the Maths Talent Quest allows students to investigate mathematics on an
individual or group, with the opportunity to have fun exploring mathematics in real life situations.
Students are typically required to research, design, explore, create, question, articulate, communicate, think, solve problems,
collaborate and communicate whilst completing the MTQ projects.
Who can enter?
This year we are opening the Maths Talent Quest up to interested students in Grades 4 – 6. Entries can be:
Individual, or
Small groups (3 - 6 students).
As there is a limit to the number of entries we can submit, we will be running a competition at the school level, and then s
electing students to move onto the state competition.
What type of project can be submitted?
All entries will be in the form of an investigation, however the following are ways in which they can be presented:
Type of project

Must include

Creative Writing

Mathematical aims, a list of key mathematical ideas, an evaluation (how well did you achieve your
aim?), references, bibliography and acknowledgements
Notes outlining mathematical aims, rules, the process of the investigation and conclusions; references,
bibliography and acknowledgements.

Poster/booklet

ALL projects will be submitted electronically. Please consider this when thinking about your project.
What is involved in a maths investigation?
A mathematics investigation allows students to examine a situation originating in mathematics or the real world which lends
itself to inquiry. It involves a series of steps:
Getting to know the situation and formulating questions
Exploring systematically
Making and testing conjectures
Explaining or justifying results
Extending the situation by formulating other questions
Summarising the findings.
For an example from grade 4 – 6 of previous entries, please use the QR codes or links below.

Grade 4 – Individual

Grade 5 – Group

Grade 6 - Individual

We will be holding an information session for interested students at lunchtime on Monday 1 st March, to discuss student’s ideas
and thoughts about their project.
See you at the information session at LUNCHTIME Monday 1st March in 6BG.
Miss Megan Macfarlane
Learning Specialist - STEAM

Science Talent Search 2021
Food: Different by Design

Calling all science-minded students in Grades 1 to 6 – we invite you to enter our Science Talent Search for 2021. After the
success of our students in 2020, we will again be looking for students to compete in the Victorian Science Talent Search.
This year the theme is Food: Different by Design. This theme will honour the United Nations International Year of Fruits
and Vegetables and the International Year of Creative Economy For Sustainable Development.

Food: Different by Design can cover a broad range of areas in food production and sustainable agriculture, enabling
students to explore topics such as biosecurity, food technology and laboratory-developed foods, just to name a few.
We will be holding an information session for interested students at lunchtime on Friday 26 th February, to discuss student’s
ideas and thoughts about their project. There are several categories that students can enter into and we ask that you
discuss these with your child, before they attend the information session.
Picture story book –
Create a science picture story book based on this
year’s theme, using one of the following topics (it
must be one of these topics)
Food Farming in the city
The best insect recipe book
I can’t believe it’s not meat
My designer food

Working Models (Grade 4 – 6 only)
Create a working model (must be able to turn it on
and move away) to demonstrate a scientific principle or to simulate a scientific technique. This does
not have to be based on the theme of the competition, it can be on any scientific concept/topic of interest.

Posters- Scientific Wallcharts
Create an educational poster that gives a clear explanation of the scientific and technical principles
chosen. It must include labelled diagrams that you
Card or Board Game
have drawn/created yourself. You need to explain
This can be on any topic, but must be based on a
the significance and impact that the topic you have
real world issue. Your game must be educational,
chosen has on the real world. Your topic MUST be
and teach the player about a scientific idea/concept
one of the following:
and be based in research that you have conducted.
The key to the bees
Food design gone wrong
Sustainable global food production
Growing food on Mars
Science Photography
Submit 3 – 6 photographs, and a written report, that illustrates a scientific event or phenomenon. Your
photography can be on any scientific theme. The written report needs to include the aim, method, scientific
content and a bibliography.

See you at the information session at LUNCHTIME Friday 26th February in 6BG.
Miss Megan Macfarlane
Learning Specialist - STEAM

Miss Melissa Binding
Grade 5 Teacher

Numbers, Numbers Everywhere!
2021 has started with a BANG in Numeracy at Coatesville Primary School.
I have had the pleasure of visiting many grades across the school, to see our mathematicians in action. They have been focussing on so many mathematics concepts already, including place value, addition facts, calendars, reading an analogue clock
and even multiplying positive and negative numbers! My head has been spinning with all the numbers! To support your child
at home, remember that maths is all around us… in asking what the time is, weighing the flour for the cake you’re making,
counting the steps you take to school, how many times you can throw a ball to each other without dropping it, or discussing
the GST on the grocery bill. These incidental discussions and games can help students put the maths they learn in class into a
real world context.
I look forward to seeing what all of our mathematicians get up to for the rest of the term!
Miss Macfarlane
Learning Specialist - STEAM

February’s Puzzling Problems
Here is your monthly puzzling problems for you to solve. Discuss them with your family. Did you solve them the same
way? You might need to draw a picture, use numbers or items from around the house to help you solve these tricky
problems. Take a photo of you solving your problem or your solution and send it to megan.macfarlane@education.vic.gov.au so that we can share your brilliance!

Prep – How hungry?
In the story The Very Hungry Caterpillar, how much food does the
caterpillar eat over the whole week? Draw pictures or use materials
to help you.
What is the hungry caterpillar ate seven pieces of food altogether?
Which foods could you put together to make seven? (e.g. two pears and five oranges)

Grades 1 and 2 – How many cows?
Farmer Brown and Farmer Green were ruminating one day on the fence between their
farms. Farmer brown says, “You know, I was just thinking. If you gave me one of your
cows, then we would have the same number of cows.”
Farmer Green replies, “If you gave me one of your cows, I would have twice as many as
you!”

Grades 3 and 4 – Coconut Giveaway
An intelligent trader travels from one place to another carrying three sacks having 30 coconuts each. No sack can hold more than 30 coconuts. On the way he passes through 30 check
points and on each checkpoint he has to give one coconut for each sack he is carrying. How
many coconuts are left in the end?

Grades 5 and 6 – Students, backpacks and cats
There are seven students on a bus.
Each student has seven backpacks.
In each backpack, there are seven big cats.
For every big cat, there are seven little cats.
How many legs are on the bus, not counting the driver?

Solutions will be in the next Communicator.

From the Art Rooms
Our return to school will begin with lots of painting activities for the younger grades.
All students need an art smock. As per the uniform policy the required navy blue,
waterproof, art smock can be purchased from PSW. The large white spat on the front is
for printing your child’s name. Definitely buy one to grow into as the sleeves push up
with ease and a little length is bonus coverage. The added benefit is they will last
several years; so don’t write your child’s grade on the front or internal labels to save
confusion in future years. As per previous years we will run a little competition to find the
first class to be all smocked up! We have paint and brushes ready.
From Mrs. Hughes and Mrs. Webb

