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Diary Dates—2022
JULY
29

PCF Meeting

AUGUST
1

100 Days of Prep / Snow
Sport Final Info Night

10 –12 Snow Sports Camp
15

School Concert

SEPTEMBER
1

Father’s Day Stall

5 –7

Grade 3 Camp

15

Footy Day / Last day of

16

Pupil Free Day

T erm (3.30pm finish)

OCTOBER
3

Term 4 Commences

31

Pupil Free Day

NOVEMBER
1

Melbourne Cup Day
(Public holiday)

DECEMBER
9

Pupil Free Day

20

Last day of Term 4

Principal’s Report
On Tuesday night at School Council we heard reports from our
subcommittees including the financial reports for June, reflections on the
recent Fundraising activities and we heard from the Buildings and Grounds
sub-committee about the recent Working Bee. Thank you to all of the
parents and students who helped out at the Working Bee, during less than
ideal weather conditions. The school is looking fantastic and it was a great
community event. I also would like to say a big thank you for all of the
parents and grandparents that came and helped out in the distribution of
the Cookie Dough last week, this was a huge undertaking and the
volunteers did a great job.
School Council also discussed and approved the Curriculum Days and
Professional Practice Days (PPDs) between now and the end of the year.
The Council thought that it was important to provide more information to
parents about the difference between these two days and why there are
now more pupil free days on our calendar. Please note that over the last
two years we have opted to not use all pupil free days in the interest of
getting the students back to school.

Curriculum Days- Throughout the course of the year all Government schools
hold four Curriculum Days, one of these is the day before school officially
begins for the year (common to all schools) and the other three are spaced
throughout the year at the discretion of the individual school. Curriculum
days are used for staff professional learning that cannot be undertaken
during normal school hours, for example the two day IB-PYP workshop in
June this year. This year we have one remaining Curriculum Day and it will
be held on Monday 31st October, the Monday before Cup Day. This will be
a curriculum and reporting day for our staff.
Professional Practice Days- These days have come about as part of the
2017 Enterprise Bargaining Agreement for all Government School to address
teacher workload concerns. The idea behind the PPDs is that every
teacher is entitled to one day per term to plan and deliver their teaching
and learning program. Until this year, these days have been run throughout
the course of one week throughout the term, so you may not have noticed
them. However, due to the unavailability of replacement staff, the
Department of Education has now instructed us to run these as pupil free
days. Last night we approved the two final PPD days for the year which are
Friday September 16th (last day of Term 3) and Friday 9th December (second
last week of Term 4).
Vacation care will be available on all of these days and bookings can be
made through TeamKids.

Grade 6 Exhibition Night
Over the past 12 weeks, the Grade 6 cohort has
been working on Exhibition and have finally been
able to present. So as a reflection, we just want to
say a couple of things to sum up Exhibition. We
found that some things that challenged us were
researching and writing while having a timeline. The
highlights for us were getting to know our groups,
their topics and our mentors. Another highlight was
when we got to create our provocation to make
people think about our issues. It was really fun. We
feel that the most worthwhile section of Exhibition
was the presentation to both our fellow students and
our community.
Charlie K & Zalia C

Parent Helpers in the Classroom
We are excited to announce that we will be welcoming parent helpers back to the classroom! We have
really missed having parents coming in as helpers and can’t wait to work with you to help the children
learn and grow. Some areas that we know parents can be a fantastic help in are reading, writing,
maths, garden, science and through the units of enquiry, just to name a few.
We will be running 1 hour parent helper information sessions where we will go over classroom expectations as well as the regulatory obligations that we need to fulfill to have you back onsite helping.
These sessions will run on:
Monday 8th August at 5:30pm-6:30pm (via zoom)
Tuesday 9th August at 9am-10am (in person)
Could you please sign up via this link: https://forms.gle/qWDEEYJvBZVR1tfW6

School Concert Ticket Update
We have had many enquiries regarding the school concert, which will be held on Monday 15th August
at the Palais Theatre. We are hoping to have tickets available for sale via Ticketmaster on Friday 29 July.
Ticket information will be sent via a Konnective. There will be a maximum of 4 tickets per family
available, once tickets go on sale.

Disabled Parking on Mackie Road
We have noticed a number of parents using the disabled parking on Mackie Road as a kiss and go
zone. This parking space is strictly for parents and carers carrying a Disabled Parking Permit. Parking in
this space is illegal and may lead to an infringement notice. We would like to keep this spot available to
those who truly require it.

Wonder Recycling Rewards for Schools – Let’s Get Recycling!!
Until 9th September, Coatesville Primary School are collecting bread bags from our school community to
be sent to REDcycle to earn points to be redeemed for sporting equipment. Please send your child along
to school with any clean bread bags to put in our Wonder Recycling Box, located in the Flexispace
behind the office. Once full, it will be sent off to be weighed and turned into plastic goods, such as park
benches and park play equipment for the Melbourne community. Our school will earn 500 points for
every 5kg of bread bags.
What classifies as a bread bag?
Any bag that is a soft plastic that has housed bread classifies as a bread bag. Please ensure that any
scraps or crumbs have been removed before sending them to school.

Bow Wow Buddies Outline
Who is this course for? Children in grades 3-6 who might be looking for some extra
support. For example, a child who is feeling anxious, has low confidence, is having
difficulty making friends, is on the autism spectrum or has ADHD. The child should be
happy to be around dogs and able to focus for a 45–50-minute session.
Five x 50-minute sessions (1 parent session, 4 child sessions)
Goals:
o To foster positive attunement and acceptance between caregivers and child through
psychoeducation on attachment and neurodiversity.
o To utilise animal assisted therapy to help facilitate self-understanding (strengths and
challenges)
o To provide tools to help with some of the challenges of anxiety/low self-esteem/autism/ADHD,
through using animal assisted interventions.

Parent session 1:
·

o Complete full history of the child
o Determine Goals
o Animal assisted therapy psycho education

Child session 1:
o Getting to know Teaspoon and Gibson
o Basic dog care
o Acceptance of differences in people
Child session 2:
o
o
o
o
o

Find your tribe
Getting my needs met/your needs met
Emotion regulation
Understanding others: Body language
Understanding self: Sensory overload

Child Session 3:
o
o
o
o
o

Energy levels
Boundaries
Perfectionism
Flexible thinking
Trust

Child session 4:
o Fears and worries
o Empathy
o Self efficacy- problem solving
For more information email melaniestrang@protonmail.com
Or call 0412667520

Melanie Kemper is a psychologist who works at our school on Thursdays.
Melanie offers sessions to students and their families with no out of pocket costs.
Melanie is a registered psychologist who has worked with children and families
for over 20 years.
Melanie is committed to supporting children and families experiencing a range of
emotional, social or developmental issues, such as:
- Anxiety
- Depression
- Adjustment difficulties (such as changes to; friendships, school, home
environment, family separation)
- Stress and anger management
- Communication and social skills.
She has experience working with children, adolescents, families and also
separated families in a range of settings including primary and secondary
schools, within family support services, and with the Department of Health and
Human Services-Child Protection Unit.
Feel free to pick up the parent information pack and consent form from the front
office. Alternatively, you can contact Sonya Branca, Assistant Principal for
wellbeing on the school number 9570 1652.

