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18 September, 2019 

 

Term 3- Issue 10 

Diary Dates 
 

2019 

 

 

SEPT 
20 Footy Day 

20 Last Day of Term 

                  2:30 finish 

 

OCT 
7               Back to School 

19             Carnival 

21-23        Grade 3 Camp 

 

NOV 

5              Melbourne Cup Day - 

                No School 

   

The Communicator 

Principal’s Message 

End of Term 3 

What an amazing Term 3 it has been at Coatesville! We had 

another amazing Arts Fiesta, a highly successful Snowsports 

Camp at Mt Buller, our Grade 6 students put on a brilliant 

Exhibition, we got to meet our 2020 Preps who had their 

transition to school interviews and had success in the sporting 

arena with a historic win in the District Athletics.  I would like 

to thank our teachers and support staff for all of their hard 

work in making it a great term packed with lots of fun and 

engaging learning experiences.  Thank you also to all of our 

parents for working in partnership with us to support and 

enrich the learning of all of the children in our wonderful 

community and thanks to the students for doing their 

personal best and continuing to ‘Aspire Higher’.   

I hope that everyone has a restful and relaxing holiday 

period in preparation for a busy Term 4.  I am looking forward 

to spending some time with my family camping and boating 

in the Gippsland Lakes. 
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The school has recently received the 2019 NAPLAN results and comparisons to similar 

schools and state benchmarks. Overall, we are pleased with the results and 

congratulations to all Grade 3 and Grade 5 students who did a fantastic job during 

NAPLAN.  Thanks also to the teachers in all year levels for preparing our students so 

thoroughly during their primary schooling years.  Here is a summary of our schools’ 

performance in regards to the number of students in the top 2 bands of NAPLAN against 

each domain. This is a key piece of information in how DET compares our school other 

schools. 

As you can see from the table below, Coatesville Primary School has performed well in 

most curriculum areas when compared to similar schools and other schools within the 

state. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

TERM 3  w/s 07/10/2019 

The next cycle of Continuous Reporting will be completed by 4:00pm on Friday 20th 

September. 

Log into your Parent Portal account to view your child’s achievements and next 

steps in learning. Please contact the office if you are having difficulties with logging 

into your account. 

 

Domain Grade 
level 

Coatesville %  of  
students in top 2 

bands 

Similar schools % of 
students in top 2 

bands 

State % of students in 
top 2 bands 

Reading 3 75% 74% 57% 

Reading 5 60% 56% 40% 
  

        

Writing 3 74% 72% 57% 

Writing 5 23% 30% 19% 

          

Spelling 3 65% 63% 52% 

Spelling 5 50% 45% 34% 

          

Grammar & 
Punctuation 

3 76% 76% 59% 

Grammar & 
Punctuation 

5 67% 54% 39% 

          

Numeracy 3 58% 60% 43% 

Numeracy 5 54% 46% 32% 

NAPLAN Results 
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Carnival Reminders  

Carnival Wristbands are now 

available for  

PRE PURCHASE at a discounted 

price until 5PM MONDAY 14TH 

OCTOBER (Pay QKR or Office) 

If  anyone is able to lend 

decorations for ‘Haunted 

House’ please email 

Georgie Slattery 

 

coatesvillefundraising@gmail.com 

Badges are on sale in the Junior Learning Centre at recess and the 

start of lunchtime. 

$1 each and a chance to win a $100 Westfield Voucher 

A reminder to please drop off any items 

to the Flexi space 

(Please note. No clothing or electrical items) 
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Get ready, get set for Walk to School 2019!  

 

Coatesville Primary School has joined the hundreds of primary schools across Victoria for a fun 

month of walking, riding and scooting to and from school. By participating, we have a chance to 

win some great prizes!  

 

In 2019, we will be encouraging our entire school to walk, ride and scoot to school. If your child can’t 

walk, ride or scoot to school, there are heaps of ways they can still get involved in the fun.  

 

Parents can drop off their children a few blocks from the entrance to the school and walk the rest of 

the way or help their kids to meet up with friends before school to walk around the school block.  

 

Kids are healthier and happier when they’re active every day. Walking kids to school is a great op-

portunity to get them active and build their confidence and life skills. It’s also a chance for everyone 

to spend some quality family time together.  

 

About Walk to School Every October… 

VicHealth’s Walk to School encourages Victorian primary school kids and their families to walk, ride 

or scoot to and from school every day.  

 

Studies show that it takes 30 days to build a habit. The longer we do something healthy, the more 

likely that healthy habit will stick. That’s why Walk to School lasts for an entire month, rather than a 

single day. It’s about building healthy habits for life.  

 

Along with the health benefits, it also reduces traffic congestion, saves on parking, helps us connect 

with family and friends and saves the environment!  

 

Part way is okay! If you can’t walk the whole way, why not try parking the car a few blocks from your 

school and walk, ride or scoot the rest.  

 

Find out more about Walk to School by visiting  

www.walktoschool.vic.gov.au 

If you have any further questions feel free to email me for more information. 

Miss Binding 

binding.melissa.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 

http://www.walktoschool.vic.gov.au
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 2019 Student-Led Conferences  

On Tuesday 15th October, Coatesville Primary School will be conducting 

Student-Led Conferences for all students from Prep to Grade 6.  

Class teachers will provide conference times in their classrooms to  

enable your child to share his/her 2019 learning journey with you.  

Bookings have opened and will remain open until Monday 14th October 

at 4pm. To book a conference please follow the instructions below.  
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What’s on in Music? 

Recorders in Grades 3 – 6 

Students are reminded to bring their recorders to Music lessons for revision and as-

sessment for the first few weeks of Term 4. We will then move on to Composition.  

Choir 

The Combined Choir (Junior and Senior Choirs) is rehearsing celebration songs dur-

ing the first half of lunchtime in the Music room with Ms. Ferguson and Mrs. Rainford. 

Please remind your junior child to bring their green choir folder to each practice.   

Performance dates we have so far are December 8th and 24th.  A detailed notice will 

be sent home once all information is confirmed.   

Guess  where we are?    

  

The weather, during lunchtime last Wednesday was sun-

ny and warm. The students were surprised to learn that 

that we would be taking our books and activities and 

moving to "The Terrace”. 

And where is this terrace you may wonder?  

 

 “The Terrace” is a newly acquired space on the outside 

of the library that is perfect on good weather days. With 

a little tweaking and a lot of imagination, it was a per-

fect outdoor space to relax and read or prepare our 

Footy Day pictures. 

Who knows where we will be next time! 

What’s on in the Library? 

Canteen Volunteers  

MONDAY - Ali Dind 

TUESDAY - Charlene Ye 

WEDNESDAY - Natalie Le Clerc 

THURSDAY - Kerrie Fulton 

FRIDAY - Paula Hawkins 
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This term CPS has been abuzz with STEAM and Garden projects! 
The “How The World Works” unit of inquiry saw many grades completing very science based investigations, 

including seasonal changes (Grade 1), light and sound and the scientific process of observing and investigat-

ing use senses (Grade 2), the Earth as part of the universe (Grade 3), how forces impact the world around us 

(Grade 4), and changes in states of matter (Grade 5). The Grade 4s had ‘Dress as a Scientist Day’, encourag-

ing students to research a scientist they felt made a significant contribution to science,  

create a presentation to educate their classmates and come dressed as this person. It was fantastic to see 

such a range of scientists arrive at school in the morning, including those in the fields of technology, space 

exploration and environmental sustainability. Students spent the day completing experiments relating to the 

forces around us. The Grade 5s have also been acting as scientists, with their incursions on changing states of 

matter. Students investigated how knowledge of changing states can assist in the creation of various things, 

such as delicious jelly and smelly bath bombs! In August, 25 Grade 5 students attended the Big Day In Jnr at 

Malvern Valley Primary School. This day provides students with insights into interesting ways of using technolo-

gy for learning and creating. They investigated the internet and how it connects people, coding and Adobe 

Spark Video. They also met Tim Kitchen the head of Adobe Education and learnt about the Adobe Suite. 

Preps and Grade 1 students have been using Dash to learn to code and to demonstrate their retell and direc-

tional language skills. Students have amazed their teachers with how quickly they can learn to code. Keep up 

the great work coders! 

 

The garden has also seen some massive changes over the term! The Grade 6 students have been working 

hard to propagate plants to sell at this year’s Carnival, as well as creating compost lasagne to ensure we 

have enough to go around before our spring planting season. Thank you to the Lygris family who donated 

several wheelbarrow’s worth of compost that they no longer need! Our amazing Garden Guru, Matt Ashman, 

has been reassembling our aquaponics system in the ‘back garden’, making sure it is levelled just right so that 

the system can work effectively. Keep your eyes out for our new fish friends that will be joining our CPS animals 

to help fertilise the plants in the aquaponics system. We currently have some rescued lettuces and a tomato 

plant testing it out! I’m sure the Grade 5 students can’t wait to get out their and grow plants WITHOUT soil! 

Many students, including the students in Garden Club, have been in the garden harvesting, turning compost, 

planting and learning to use some garden tools! Thank you to all of the parents, students and staff that came 

to our Sunday Working Bee earlier in the term. Your hard work has set up the garden beautifully for our Spring 

planting and purchase of a few chickens to complete our CPS animal crew. Hopefully we will be selling some 

fresh eggs in Term 4!  

 

As you can see there is lots happening both through STEAM and the  

Garden. I can’t wait to see what Term 4 will bring. 

 

Megan Macfarlane 

STEAM Coordinator and Garden Coordinator 

Term 3—STEAM and Garden Report 
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Mindfulness is something that many of us have heard of, and research suggests that it is one of life's es-

sential skills. At CPS we encourage children to participate in mindful practices each day in a variety of 

ways, including guided meditations, quiet reading, gratitude, or short activities outside.  

 
How can we be mindful during the holidays?  

 
Get out and garden!  

According to Almers, Askerlund & Kjellstrӧm (2017) gardening provides children with a sense of belong-

ing, the experience to create something beautiful with nature, and to imagine how a plant can trans-

form. This can be enough to provide a moment of mindfulness. During the holidays children could 

weed, water or prune your existing garden, or they could set up their very own area! A few small pots 

to grow herbs, or a small patch of dirt is enough to allow children to experience these mindful mo-

ments. 

Cook something!  

A recent article in Wellbeing - Inspired Living (Issue 181, 2019), outlined the benefits of cooking as a 

mindfulness activity. Cooking requires our full attention, and can stimulate the senses. The article sug-

gested that cooking with children:  

 Improves their self-esteem: It is a task that they can learn at their own pace, without pressure, 
and that they can do for their own, or someone else’s enjoyment. Cooking for someone else pro-
vokes feelings of pride and success in everyone! 

 

 Improves their resilience: Recipes don’t always work. Things burn or a cake can flop. Cooking 
provides an opportunity to fail in a low-pressure environment, and helps us to realise that failure is 
part of life. Children that are resilient, and take life’s hurdles in their stride, have been exposed to 
failure in positive ways. They worry less, and learn to focus on a solution to the problem, rather than 
the problem itself. Perhaps we didn’t follow the recipe perfectly? Perhaps the oven was too hot? Or 
not hot enough? It isn’t the end of the world.  

 
 Builds independence: Cooking provides an opportunity to build life skills, beyond just being able 
to cook. We utilise numeracy and literacy skills to ensure success, through reading, identifying de-
tails and using our knowledge of measurement. Building children’s skills in these areas, further im-
proves their self-esteem and gives them a sense of independence.  

 
 Opens up discussions about healthy eating choices: When we cook something from scratch, 
we are aware of the ingredients that go into it, and sometimes, where they come from. Cooking 
allows families to teach children about nutrition and the benefits of cooking from scratch, not only 
for themselves but the environment too.  

 
 Brings the family together: Have the family create a family cookbook to share family favourite, 
child-friendly recipes. As the article states “Food does much more than just nourish your body; it 
feeds your soul”. Sharing recipes and cooking experiences with others can help children experi-
ence a sense of belonging, and create positive memories.  The act of sitting down and sharing a 
meal can also bring families together. Sharing about our day over a meal, lovingly prepared by 
someone, can provide time for families to bond and share interests.  

 
 

I hope that your holidays are filled with time spent with family and friends, and that you can find a  

moment to be mindful, whether it be in the garden or kitchen, or in your own way.  

Enjoy the break! 

 

 

Megan Macfarlane 

STEAM Coordinator, Garden Coordinator  

Being Mindful over the Holidays 
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After/ before School Programs 

Term 4 Enrolments Now Open! 

https://my.codecamp.com.au/course/235

